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Program Brief

Extending Knowledge | Providing Solutions

Pilot Workshop Results
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Overall average
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value.
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The Texas Triple-P: Plant Phenology Project aims to foster a thriving community of
Texans that are passionate about plants and rangelands through development of new
technology and educational resources. This goal will be obtained through: (1) the

use the information
they learned during

creation of curriculum and training needed to equip leaders to become coaches and the workshop.
mentors for plant identification and range evaluation contests to empower youth, (2)
development of the TX Plant app, with a strong network of citizen scientists who will
contribute to the growth and functionality of the app, and (3) the development and $1 ,01 6,527.20
delivery of educational resources, workshops, and courses to empower managers,
landowners, and industry professionals.

Relevance

Total value
participants placed on
the knowledge they
gained during the
workshop, averaging

In 2023, survey respondents reported a decline in the offering and in youth participation $37’,640'07 per
in 4-H and FFA plant identification contests in Texas and reported a need for plant participant.
identification resources. Available plant identification resources often include technical
language and most do not provide insight into how to distinguish the plant from
common look-a-likes in the area. Two of the most reliable plant identification apps were 91.5%
69.6% and 83.9% accurate when identifying a tree to species by its leaves (Schmidt et al.,
2022). Often, plant identification apps do not have the necessary information built into . )
the app to accurately identify the plant in the field. Defining key characteristics, the mtergstgd n
common look-a-likes in the area, and how to distinguish them is necessary for accurate contmwng the
plant identification. An understanding of the plant’s identity is necessary to gain insight remainder of the
into the plant’s value or risk and how to manage it. Thus, accurate plant identification is course online.
one of the first steps to sustainable rangeland habitat management.
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Pilot

Response

Because one of our objectives is to bolster youth participation in plant identification
contests, we began compiling key defining characteristics, common look-a-likes in Texas,

Workshop

and how to distinguish them for the 129 plants on the Master Plant List used in 4-H and Results

FFA contests. This information is central to accurate plant identification and is a key

component of all the educational resources we are developing. In 2023, we piloted, or All workshops were at capacity and
tested, the first three lessons of the Texas Triple-P Level | Certified: The Basics of Plant had a waitlist. The target audience
Identification, Phenology, and Value with our target audience in three separate half-day was vast, supporting the need for
workshops. We found a team to help us develop and manage the TX Plant app. We're plant identification resources across
currently working on securing funding to support the development of the app and other a wide range of professions.
TXTriple-P project deliverables. Participants reported a high interest

in continued participation:
I.OOklng Ahead * 91% were interested in finishing
the rest of the TX Triple-P Level |
Certified course online.
® 68% were interested in becoming
a TX Plant app citizen scientist.

The Texas Triple-P is a project with many deliverables that will be developed over
the next 3-5 years to bolster plant identification and range management among
Texans. Some of the deliverables include a TX Plant app, workshops, online
curriculum, and educational resources on the process of plant identification, how ©® 55% were interested in becoming

to relate plant identification to rangeland habitat management, and how to a Certified TX Plant Coach.
conduct research to continue independent learning. To learn more about Texas Click here to see the full results
Triple-P, project deliverables, or to pledge support, please visit from the 2023 TX Triple-P Level |
https://ccag.tamu.edu/extension/rangeland-habitat-management/tx-triple-p/ Certified pilot workshops.

Contributors to TX Triple-P Level I: The Basic of Plant |dentification, Phenology, and Value Pilot Curriculum
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Project Lead
Stacy L. Hines, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor & Extension Rangeland

Funding for the pilot workshops was provided
in part through the Renewable Resources
Extension Act (RREA) by the United States
Department of Agriculture’'s (USDA) National
Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).

Habitat Management Specialist
stacy.hines@ag.tamu.edu
361-265-9203
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